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Bordered by the Northern Japan Alps and spread with rich
green rice paddies is the Kurobe River alluvial fan. With an
angle of 60°and a 13.5 kilometer expanse, the alluvial fan is
renowned for its beauty and size. Despite its history of
flooding, it’s been developed into a prominent
rice-producing district through the persistent efforts of its
forefathers in structural erosion and flood control. The
water that flows through the alluvial fan grows the town’s
specialty products (such as its Koshihikari rice and jumbo
watermelon), and has nurtured unique festivals and culture.
Furthermore, many companies requiring an abundance of
groundwater such as those in I'T, automobile-related, and
food and beverage production have expanded here. To put
it simply, the water that springs from this town is its lifeline.

The

Kingdom
of Water
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A national natural monument, Sugisawa no Sawasugi is a
unique flatland spring water area where Japanese cedars
flourish. The spring water from within the Sugisawa
forest was chosen as one of the 100 Selected Water Spots
in Japan. Up until 1969, the Japanese swamp cedars
covered approximately 45 hectares (450,000 square
meters). However, due to land consolidation efforts, most
of the region was converted into rice paddies, and
currently only 2.7 hectares remain. Japanese swamp
cedars grow from saplings that repeatedly sprout from
their bases after being knocked down by the wind and
snow. A rare layering phenomenon can be seen when,
bending under their own weight, the cedars touch the
ground and then sprout and grow once more.
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of Water
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biggest watermelons in Japan. With a length of about
40cm and a diameter of about 30cm, they are
impressive in size and have a unique rugby ball shape

A specialty product of the town, the Nyuzen Jumbo
Watermelon has been famous for over 110 years as the
like. They usually weigh between 15 and 25 kilograms,
though the larger ones may weigh as much as 30
kilograms. They are wrapped in handmade cushions
weaved out of straw, and are shipped around the
country near the end of July. Although the number of
growers has decreased, agricultural practices have
improved production, and with these fresh
watermelons in hand the refreshing bounties of

summer are reaching people all over Japan.
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The tulip is the prefectural flower of both Toyama
Prefecture and Nyuzen Town. Even within
Toyama, the largest tulip bulb-producing prefecture
in Japan, Nyuzen is well known for the high level of
their production. The Nyuzen Flower Road Festival
is held every year during the latter half of April. In
this festival 2.2 million tulips, consisting of 110
individual species, bloom superbly in a 6 hectare
field bustling with people from around the country.
Today, nearly 20 farms produce 3.3 million bulbs
annually, and thanks to the consistent efforts and
time-tested technical skills of the growers, the town
of Nyuzen has created more new species than ever
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A tranquil landscape spreads across the whole area of
the Kurobe River alluvial fan, with houses scattered
here and there about the region. Rich green groves of
trees surround these houses, from which rice paddies
flourish and provide a plentiful harvest in the fall. In the
past, Nyuzen Town’s soil was lacking in both water and
nutrient retention properties. Yet in 1951 the town
conducted an experimental project to enrich the soil
using clay-laden water. This method involved mixing
water with red clay from the mountains, and then
sending it through irrigation channels into the rice
paddies. After ten years of hard work and perseverance
the project succeeded, and Nyuzen transformed into
one of the best rice-producing regions in the prefecture.
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Surprisingly enough, the thirst-quenching water of

Nyuzen comes not from above ground but below it. All
year round, the water maintains a cool temperature,

\J O

around 13° Celsius. Known in geological terms as “soft

water”, Nyuzen’s water contains low levels of calcium

and iron, which gives it a light and refreshing taste. This
water is also favorably used for daily activities, such as

laundry or bathing. Nyuzen’s water alone has enticed

various companies to bring their business to the town

and revitalize the lives of its people.
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Cosmo hall opened in

by prominent musicians around the world, Cosmo
Hall is considered to be one of the best chamber
hall with a seating capacity of 560 and movable
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constructed to connect each facility. It is truly a

and Medieval European-style galleries were

Center and Town Library were later added to the
Nyuzen Town Hall where Cosmo Hall is located,

boasted of throughout the country. Well regarded
music halls in the Hokuriku area. A multipurpose
1986 and has since become a famous attraction for

unique place for entertainment and relaxation.
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sound-reflecting boards
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This red brick building built in 1926 was originally a
hydroelectric power station, though in 1995 it was restored
as the Nizayama Forest Art Museum. It retains traces of its
original construction, with 10 meter-high ceilings, old giant
turbines, and an aqueduct 3 meters in diameter. With such a
large space available, professional and aspiring artists alike
have created many unprecedented works of art, including
constructions of enormous sculptures that could not have
been realized in a smaller room. In 1996, the Nizayama
Forest Art Museum became a registered tangible cultural
property of Japan, reflecting its importance as a precious
cultural asset that should be appreciated for generations.
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Almost 250 years ago, the Kurobe River flooded heavily, at
which point torches made at Hakanoki-shinmeisha Shrine
were carried to and placed at the river banks. It is said that
these torches protected the town all night long. Thus, in
honor of this miracle a festival is held every year on October.
As you could imagine, the highlights of the festival are the
huge torches. Two torches, 5 meters high, 1.2 meters in
diameter, and weighing 500 kilograms are constructed and
then carried 800 meters upriver from Shinmeisha Shrine to
Mizugo Shrine. Amidst the song and dance that
accompanies these torches, children get to march along with
dozens of smaller lit torches. In 1977, the festival was
designated one of the town’s intangible folk cultural assets.
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r-old Funami Tanabata Festival, which as rumor has it was invented as a way of entertaining feudal warlords;

"FEFFrrEE -4
1255y &

puts on its famous Lion Dance — a distinctive dance that continues to be passed down from generation to generation — which was chosen

and Nyuzen’s own Furusato Tanabata Festival that colors the streets with spectacular decorations. In both autumn and spring, Nyuzen
among the Top 100 Lion Dances in Toyama Prefecture. Meanwhile, winter plays host to the Sainokami Festival of Muramachi, which has

Festival life in Nyuzen runs year-round. Three distinct festivals liven summer time in Nyuzen: the Yoshiwara-Kiyari, a work song sung at
the Ebisu Festival of Yoshiwara Shrine to pray for a large catch and safe sailing, which has long been one of the town’s intangible folk

been designated as one of Japan’s national intangible folk cultural assets, and is being passed down to today’s generation as well.

cultural assets; the 300 yea
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the town

Mizu no Komichi (“The Small Water Path”) flows
through Nyuzen via the town’s plentiful water supply.

With soft sunlight filtering through the trees, and the
allows for a leisurely stroll of about 1 kilometer, stretching

from Nyuzen Town Hall to Nyuzen’s Athletic Park.

Willows and azaleas that have been planted along the
the Dairo Hiroba, a spiral water wheel that was widely

used for power in agricultural work until around 1955. As
began using the Dairo Hiroba for demonstrations and

path have become a pleasant sight for the people who
enjoy this pathway. At the south entrance one can find

gentle sound of a babbling stream, this walking path
Nyuzen’s interest in renewable energy grew,

experiments in hydroelectric generation.
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Plans are in action to make the Kurobe River alluvial fan

the center stage for the development of both renewable

energy sources and tourist attractions. These plans include

the implementation of energy-conserving wind-based

sewer systems, the utilization of deep-ocean water energy,

and the Funagawa Dam that has already been built as a
counter-measure for flooding. Nyuzen is future-oriented,
and as such its technological advancements are benefiting
not only its people but the environment. In 2006, the
Nyuzen Smart IC (Automated Highway Toll System) was
established, and in the spring of 2015 the long-awaited
Hokuriku Shinkansen Bullet Train will open. With the
Hokuriku Shinkansen, it will only be a 2-hour ride from
Tokyo Station to Kurobe-Unazukionsen Station. Soon, the
tranquil scenery of Nyuzen will be available for all to see.
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